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trial districts, they may be forced out of business. That is, unless they can supply the particular type of milk demanded and thus retain their retail customers. This is particularly the case with those persons producing and retailing their own raw milk as, when properly considered, the advantages of possessing a tuberculin tested herd greatly outweigh any seeming disadvantages of initial expense. Such herds are healthier generally, replacement costs are lower, the progeny are much more valuable whilst the profitability of the herd is increased. It would appear that the present number of tuberculin-tested, and ultimately attested, herds is likely to rapidly increase above thepresent figure of 19 per cent, for the whole of Great Britain. As in the case of the producer of raw milk, the distributor will have to handle the correct grades of milk for his own particular area. While there may be much criticism of the proposals regarding special areas and particular grades of milk which may be retailed therein, at long last this country is following the lead given already by many foreign countries and the requirements put forward in the Act of 1949 can only be in the interests of public health generally. On this account, their advent is welcome and retailers must realise that in the long run nothing but benefit to themselves is likely to accrue. For far too long the indiscriminate delivery of raw milk of doubtful value has been countenanced and it is pleasing to note that the public well-being is to be safeguarded to a greater extent.